
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible 

study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and 

understand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key peo-

ple, places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you 

pick up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com to sign up. 

Let Us Put on the Armor of Light!  

As we begin a new liturgical year with the season of Ad-
vent, we wish one another a spiritually fruitful New 
Year! The new liturgical year is an opportunity for us to 
rediscover the richness of this well-planned series of li-
turgical events and celebrations, intended for our sancti-
fication. Today, the prophet Isaiah invites us to undertake 
such a pilgrimage that we may learn from the Lord His 
way of peace and fruitful collaboration, two gifts that we 
need so badly nowadays.  As we start our remote prepa-
ration for Christmas, St. Paul exhorts us to get rid of the 
“deeds of darkness” and to clothe ourselves with the 
splendor of Christ’s grace. This should motivate all 
Christians to begin this holy season with a clear plan of 
action and the determination to carry it out faithfully. 
Today’s First and Second readings offer an encouraging 
roadmap for a fruitful observance of this year of hope 
and commitment that is aligned with the exhortations of 
the Apostle Paul. Today’s Gospel passage refers to the 
coming in power of Christ as Judge of all, and the need 
for all of us to stay awake and ready to welcome him at 
all times.  

A NOTE ON THE LITURGICAL YEAR 

The “liturgical year” is the period of time whose main 
events and features are determined by the Church’s offi-
cial worship, or “liturgy.” During this year her main con-
cern is the commemoration and reliving of God’s inter-
ventions in human history to bring mankind to salvation. 

Such series of divine interventions had its climax in the 
Incarnation of God’s only begotten Son, Our Lord, JE-
SUS CHRIST and will find its completion in his Second 
Coming as Judge of all. The Church commemorates those 
events yearly in her liturgical worship, which she offers 
to God the Father, in union with her Head, Jesus Christ, 
under the guidance and the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit. Just as Jesus is the center of Salvation history, so is 
he also the center of the liturgical year, whose main 
events are recalled during the “Liturgy of the Word” by 
proclaiming to the congregation of believers passages 
from the Sacred Scriptures which have been selected for 
their instruction and guidance. These series of events fol-
low a historical sequence that is based on the major 
events in the life of Jesus Christ, from his birth to his as-
cension into heaven and the sending of the Holy Spirit on 
the Church, and the final coming of Jesus as judge & 
King of the Universe. Thus, for a practical purpose, the 
“liturgical year” is divided into “seasons” whose “cores” 
are: • the birth of Jesus (Christmas season); • his death, 
resurrection, ascension, and the sending of the Holy Spirit 
(Holy Week and Easter season); and • his apostolic life 
(Ordinary Time). The Christmas season is preceded by a 
period of 40 Days that is called “Advent”; while the Holy 
Week is preceded by a period of preparation called 
“Lent.” The most important event in the liturgical year is 
EASTER, which is the commemoration of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. All other liturgical seasons and 
events are either a preparation for it, or a living out of its 
fruits of salvation. But the commemoration of the past 
events of salvation history, and especially the life of Je-
sus, is not simply a “calling them to mind.” They are also 
re-lived and made present and effective in the celebration 
of the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist.  

From Father Prem’s Desk 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

Jesus Is The Reason  

In today’s world the Christmas season starts on the day after Thanksgiving and ends on December 25, but the 
Church emphasizes this time as Advent, the season of expectation, when we prepare our hearts and lives for 
the Lord’s coming at Christmas You many already have such customs in your household as an Advent wreath, 
a Jesse tree, setting up a manger scene, or special devotions. A German tradition called Kristkindl (meaning 
“Christ child”) involves a family passing a bowl around with each person taking a rolled-up slip of paper with 
a family member’s name on it. For the rest of Advent that person is your Kristkindl, and you do a good deed 
for them every day, but in secret! Even young children can participate. You prepare to serve Christ by serving 
your Kristkindl: pray for them, save money to send to a good cause in their name, donate gifts to a shelter, do 
extra chores, adopt a needy family.  

— Copyright ©2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.  

Living God’s Word  

Drop something you usually do at this time of year but do not enjoy. Choose an Advent custom and make it 
part of your daily routine. 

— Copyright ©2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

. 

GETTING READY 

Today marks the beginning of another liturgical year. The tone of to-
day’s readings casts us in the role of students learning solemn lessons. 
The reading from Isaiah sets the stage, calling us up a mountain to re-
ceive the Lord’s instruction. In this passage we study peace. Then Paul 
steps forth with sober admonitions. We have to wake up; the day is al-
most here. Live honorably in the light. Paul reminds us that we really 
do know the time in which we are living. Finally, Matthew presents Je-
sus the storyteller. Just imagine, Jesus tells us, what it was like in No-
ah’s time. He paints a vivid picture of ordinary people living ordinary 
lives and ignoring the warnings that Noah heeded. Totally unconcerned, 
they were destroyed. How will it be any different for us? No one knows 
when the Lord will come. But we have been warned. Perhaps we find 
such sobering scriptures unappealing and threatening. But within them 
there is promise. We are to live in the light with nothing to hide. We are 
to be ready. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Book of the Dead 

November is the month we traditionally remember all our departed friends and family. We 
have the Book of the Dead in the church. The book will be out for the month of November. 

ADVENT 

Let’s approach Christmas with an expectant hush, 

rather than a last-minute rush. —Anonymous 



Saturday, Nov. 26 (St. Lawrence)                                                     
5:00 pm: + Arnold Matthiesen  
    by Roland & Joyce Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Ronnie Halfmann by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
      (In Spanish)     

Sunday, Nov. 27 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)    
 8:00  am: + Jimmy Watkins by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members of Catholic           
Life Br # 146 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

Monday, Nov. 28 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass       

Tuesday, Nov. 29 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         
7:00 am : +  Jerline Frysak by Elsie Hirt 
8:00 am: + Mark Merrill by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer     

 

Wednesday, Nov. 30 (St. Lawrence)                                                                           

8:00 am: + Thomas Strube by Wendell & Linda Jones 
6:00 pm: + Jerome Hoelscher by Loretta Schaefer 
     (In Spanish)   

Thursday, Dec. 01  (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Lonnie Kellermier by Darren & Kim Jost 
8:00 am: + Alice Glass by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 

Friday, Dec. 02 First Friday 
(St. Lawrence)                                                                           
7:00 am : Ethel Weishuhn by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament              
(St. Thomas)                                                                              
8:30 am + Arnold Matthiesen by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
9:00 am-10:00 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament     

Saturday, Dec. 03 (St. Lawrence)                                                        

5:00 pm: + Bill Schrader by Chris & Lana Hirt                                            

6:30 pm: + Clarence Schaefer Jr. by Doug & Karen Schaefer       

    (In Spanish)                                                                                                                              

Sunday, Dec. 4 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)       

8:00  am: + Forrest Eggemeyer by Sheryl Wilson                            

10:00 am: Alfred Schwartz by Anna Marie Schwartz                   

12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

“People in love make signs of love,” wrote our bish-
ops in a document guiding the renewal of liturgical 
music. They were not merely urging us to sing at 
Mass, but suggesting that the song itself is a sign of 
the love of Christ. Love never expressed dies, as we 
know from experience. Flowers for no special reason, 
a caress, a hug, a turn around the dance floor, a note 
on the pillow or in the lunchbox, the aroma of fresh 
bread in the kitchen, all are signs of love’s vitality. 

 A significant treasure in our Catholic tradition is 
the place of the sacraments as signs of Christ’s love. 
We can trace the sacraments back to scriptural 
sources, through centuries of history They are woven 
through family tradition and our own life story. Sacra-
ments are the way Christ makes signs of love for the 
Church. For twenty centuries, God has spoken to us in 
the arena of the sacraments, and we have responded.  

 For the next year of “Treasure” essays, we will 
explore the story of sacraments: their sources, their 
signs and rituals, and the way Christ nurtures and sus-
tains us as we encounter him, the companion on our 
journey who loves us and faithfully makes signs of 
that love. 

           —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

El 8 de diciembre, la Iglesia celebra solemnemente la 
Inmaculada Concepción de María. A la vez, la Madre de 
Jesucristo es honrada en Venezuela bajo la advocación 
de Nuestra Señora de Coromoto, en Paraguay como 
Nuestra Señora de Caacupé, en Panamá como Nuestra 
Señora de La Antigua y en Nicaragua como Nuestra Se-
ñora del Viejo. 

 Esta última advocación tiene distintas historias que 
relatan su origen. Hay quienes dicen que pertenecía a un 
viejo ermitaño que viajaba con unos marinos. En cierto 
punto la imagen no quiso continuar el viaje y el barco no 
se movió hasta que se bajó el viejo con ella. Según otro 
relato, Nuestra Señora del Viejo fue traída a Nicaragua 
por Francisco de Ahumada, hermano de Teresa de Ávi-
la. Francisco viajaba a América y su santa hermana qui-
so mandar tres imágenes marianas como regalo a los 
misioneros religiosos que estaban evangelizando en 
Guatemala, Perú y Nicaragua. Durante el año 1562, 
Francisco entregó la imagen de la Purísima a los Fran-
ciscanos de Nicaragua en el pueblo de “El Viejo”, por lo 
cual los nicaragüenses han declarado por años que “El 
viejo nos trajo a la Conchita”. Hay que saber que el viejo 
Francisco tenía 41 años de edad cuando pasó por Nica-
ragua. 

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For November 

Children Who Suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, especially 
those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of war; 
may they be guaranteed access to education and the 
opportunity to experience family affection. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

November 27 

St. Lawrence –Charles & Janet Braden 
St. Thomas –  Dennis & Dee Matthiesen 

December 4 

St. Lawrence– Larry & Kathy Wheat 
St. Thomas– Bo Eggemeyer Family 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence                                                                                    

Birthdays:  Judy Michalewicz, Levi Easterling, Austin 

Hoelscher, Shelly Chudej and Wendell Halfmann                                                                                                    

Anniversaries: Wendell & Kristin Halfmann and      

Eugene & Dorothy Hirt 

St. Thomas                                                                                         

Birthdays: Wilson Marshall, Walton Marshall and   

Riley Eggemeyer                                                                                            

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, December 3                         
 Sacristan: Mitchell Jansa  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, December 4 

 Sacristan: Robert Michalewicz  
 Readers: Volunteers                                            
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

CÓMO PREPARARSE 

Hemos completado el 
círculo y hoy empeza-
mos un nuevo año litúr-
gico. El tono de las lec-
turas de hoy nos pone en 
la posición del estu-
diante que aprende unas 
importantes lecciones. 
La lectura de Isaías 
prepara la escena, 
invitándonos a subir a la 
montaña para escuchar 
las instrucciones del Se-
ñor. En este pasaje estudiamos la paz. Luego Pablo nos 
presenta advertencias sombrías. Debemos estar alertas 
porque el día está a la puerta. Vivan honradamente en la 
luz. Pablo nos recuerda que sabemos en que tiempo 
vivimos. Finalmente, Mateo nos presenta a Jesús, el re-
lator. Imagínense, nos dice Jesús, lo que era vivir en 
tiempos de Noé. Presenta una imagen muy realista de 
gente común viviendo vidas ordinarias e ignorando las 
advertencias que Noé escuchó. Totalmente despreocupa-
dos, fueron destruidos. ¿Podrá ser diferente para no-
sotros? Nadie sabe cuando vendrá el Señor. Pero nos 
advirtió. Tal vez pensemos que ese tipo de Escritura es 
desagradable y amenazante. Pero contiene promesas. 
Debemos vivir en la luz; con nada escondido. Debemos 
estar listos. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

KC News 
Knights of Columbus Christmas party on Wednesday, 

December 7 at 5:00 pm  All men of the parish are invited. 

 

Maurice “Spider” Schniers  Fundraiser  

There will be a Benefit Fundraiser for Maurice “Spider” 
Schniers on Sunday, December 4, 2022, at St. Joseph 
Parish Hall in Rowena. Funds raised will be used to help 
defray medical expenses for Spider’s fight against can-
cer. There is more information on this fundraiser in the 
back of church.      

Angel Tree 
 

It’s time to spread some Holiday Cheer! The school has 

created an Angel Tree!  The tree is created from LOCAL 

CHILDREN that are in need in our community.  If you 

would like to adopt a child or donate money to the cause 

this season please contact the counselor, Tiffany Parker 

at 432-242-1022 or email tparker@gckats.net by De-

cember 4th. 

 

Christmas at the Courthouse 

 

 

 

 

Christmas at the Courthouse will be December 4th from 

4:30 pm till 7:00 pm. There will be Craft making booths 

for the children, Storytime in the Boy Scout house, San-

ta will make an appearance and 4-H will serve a meal. In 

addition, there will be caroling and the lighting of the 

Courthouse and surrounding buildings. The county 

buildings will be open for you to come and view the 

decorations.  Please join in as we begin to  celebrate the 

Christmas season. 

mailto:tparker@gckats.net


 

 
 

ON THIS FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT… GOD’S TIME 

Every family, especially those with young children, struggle mightily to coordinate and balance schedules—
school, sports, work, and household chores. Often, it can be a challenge just to sit down and eat a meal togeth-
er. We live intensely, and there never seems to be enough time for everything. Then our time becomes a pre-
cious commodity, which we try to protect and portion out carefully. In faith—and particularly in Advent—we 
come to know that there is more to the story of time than our own time. We do live in our time, but today’s 
readings tell us that we also live in God’s time. Woven even into our time of sleep—Saint Paul says—we can 
sense the reality of God’s movement and time. And we must wake up to that. Jesus, in the gospel, speaks about 
ordinary life activities that fill our time, for example, eating, drinking, marrying, and working in the field and 
at the mill. Within that time, Jesus says, there is the movement and time of God, and we need to be ready to 
live in that dimension. 

During Advent, in our churches and in our families, with signs, symbols, and songs, we need to remind each 
other that we live in God’s time. When we do so, we shore each other up in faith and hope. We pray and we 
sing for the coming of the Son of Man. He has come, he comes among us even now, and he will come again in 
glory—all in his time, God’s time. It becomes our time. And then as we live more and more aware of God’s 
time working deeply in our lives, we will make ourselves ready to welcome Christ with joy. 

Blessing Of An Advent Wreath  

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice which has found its place in the Church as well as in 

the home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday of Advent or on the evening be-

fore the First Sunday of Advent.  

When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a par-

ent or another member of the family.  

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says:  

L: Our help is in the name of the Lord. Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.  

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63 (lines 16-17 & 19) or Isaiah 64 (lines 2-7) is 

read:  

Reader: The Word of the Lord. R/. Thanks be to God.  

With hands joined, the leader says:  

L: Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is 

Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches 

and guides us, he is the Savior of every nation. Lord God, let your 

blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath. May 

the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us sal-

vation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. R/. Amen.  

The blessing may conclude with a verse from: “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel”: O come, desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of 

humankind; bid every sad division cease and be thyself our Prince 

of peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers  

Religious Education Update 



 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 

1st Sunday of Advent (A) 

Hope is the theme of 
the First Sunday of 
Advent. Isaiah de-
scribes a future in 
which all is well be-
cause (1) God is rec-
ognized as the highest 
authority and (2) 
obeying him is the 
people's highest prior-
ity.  

This vision gave great 
hope to the oppressed 
Israelites. Today if we 
look at this as a de-
scription of heaven, it 
gives great hope to us, 
too. When we die, 
"terms" will be 
"imposed" upon us 
(i.e., purgatory) be-
cause we did not stay 
entirely on the paths 
of God, but we will 
be living in the light 
of the Lord after 
death and there will 
be no more wars to 
battle.  

Knowing that this is 
our future, we can 
look at our pre-sent 

trials as preparations for heaven. The weapons that 
we use now to defeat and overcome the powers of 
darkness can be used as plowshares for enriching 
our soil (our earthly life), bringing us into new 
growth and producing a harvest in ministry. Suffer-
ings that are turned into ministries to help others 
make hardships very valuable.  

Although Isaiah was speaking of the coming of the 
world's Messiah through the Jews, these verses re-
mind us that when we respect God's authority and 
make imitating Christ our highest priority, all is well 

for us. Our battles against evil aren't over yet, but 
Jesus has already won the victory for us. Our hope is 
not based on a wish for peace; our hope comes from 
the reality of what Jesus has already done and what 
he will do. So, "let us go rejoicing to the house of 
the Lord!" (Psalm 122).  

The Gospel reading tells us that our hope is realized 
only if we stay awake and alert to the activities of 
Christ. What are you despairing about? Despair and 
worry are merely distractions that make us forget 
that Christ has already won the battle. If we stay 
alert to the presence of Christ, recognizing his au-
thority and following his ways, we live in hope – not 
wishful thinking, but a hope that's based firmly on 
reality.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What are you despairing about? 

2. What would it take for you to feel hopeful? In 
what way do you need Jesus to come to you now? 
What can you do to become more aware of his pres-
ence at your side? 

3. How do you find hope in difficulties? 

4. Describe a time when you nearly lost all hope. 
How did Jesus rescue you from this? 

Isaiah 2:1-5  
Ps 122:1-9  

Romans 13:11-14  
Matthew 24:37-44  

Monday November 28  
Isaiah 4:2-6  
Ps 122:1-9  

Matthew 8:5-11  

Tuesday November 29  
Isaiah 11:1-10  

Ps 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17  
Luke 10:21-24  

Wednesday November 30  
St. Andrew  

Romans 10:9-18  
Ps 19:8,9,10,11  

Matthew 4:18-22  

Thursday December 1  
Isaiah 26:1-6  

Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27  
Matthew 7:21, 24-27  

Friday December 2  
Isaiah 29:17-24  
Ps 27:1,4,13-14  

Matthew 9:27-31  

Saturday December 3  
St. Francis Xavier  

Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26  
Ps 147:1-6  

Matthew 9:35--10:1,5-8 



First Sunday of Advent 

Have you ever been caught off guard? The first Sundays 
of Advent often have an ominous quality to them. Jesus 
reminds his listeners today about how many people who 
lived at the same time as Noah were caught off guard 
when the deluge came. Of course, we can end up being 
complete nervous wrecks if we spend each day in para-
noia, looking for signs of impending doom. A healthy 
readiness is called for, one that keeps us alert so we can 
find signs of God’s reign—soon to be made manifest in 
Jesus—around us. In the coming days of holiday sensate 
bombardment and hours that fill up with busyness, this 
readiness can also serve to keep us focused on the com-
ing gift of the Messiah, God’s Anointed. Now is the time 
to take stock, to evaluate life, to make changes where 
necessary, preparing for God’s holy reign to come. 

ON EDGE 

There are numerous photographs of people who sleep on 
mountainside ledges, who carelessly dangle their feet 
into the space of geological chasms, and of course there’s 
the iconic photograph of workers eating their lunch on a 
beam of the under-construction Chrysler building in New 
York. Some people seem attracted to these precarious, 
stomach-churning locations; many of us are not. More of 
us have had the experience of beginning a new stage in 
life, with the excitement and occasional stomach-
churning newness of a moment that can put us a bit on 
edge. Advent—its first couple of Sundays in particular—
has a similar role in the passage of time that we call the 
liturgical year. It’s unlikely that the First Sunday of Ad-
vent makes many stomachs churn, but perhaps more 
would if we truly took it seriously that we are to make 
ourselves ready for the coming of the reign of God at any 
moment.  

WALK IN THE LIGHT 

When we encounter the daily news, it can seem as 
though Isaiah’s prophecy of swords turned into plow-
shares is running in reverse, making despair seem wiser 
than hopefulness. This is where Advent as the brink of 
God’s reign comes into play. Advent can be a time for 
each of us to de-weaponize, even in the smallest of ways, 
the world around us. Advent’s days offer a chance to 
look for opportunities to make the world a bit more hope-
ful for others. As we head through Advent, the elevated 
focus we have when we are standing at those new mo-
ments, those new stages of life, can help us tune out the 
despair, so we might open our ears and hearts to Jesus. 
This way, we can turn our backs on gloom, and accept 
Isaiah’s invitation to walk in the light of the Lord: Jesus 
Christ, the Word-made-Flesh! 

Today’s Readings: Is 2:1–5; Ps 122:1–2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8
-9; Rom 13:11–14; Mt 24:37–44  

 

Primer Domingo de Adviento 

¿Alguna vez te han pillado desprevenido? Los primeros 
domingos de Adviento tienen a menudo un carácter pre-
ocupante. Jesús recuerda hoy a sus oyentes que muchas per-
sonas que vivían en la misma época que Noé fueron 
sorprendidas cuando llegó el diluvio. Por supuesto, po-
demos acabar siendo un completo manojo de nervios si nos 
pasamos el día con paranoia, buscando señales de una fatal-
idad inminente. Es necesaria una sana preparación, que nos 
mantenga alerta para poder encontrar los signos del reino de 
Dios -que pronto se manifestará en Jesús- a nuestro al-
rededor. En los próximos días de bombardeo de sensaciones 
navideñas y de horas que se llenan de ajetreo, esta prepara-
ción también puede servir para mantenernos centrados en el 
regalo que viene del Mesías, el Ungido de Dios. Ahora es el 
momento de hacer un balance, de evaluar la vida, de hacer 
cambios donde sea necesario, preparándonos para el santo 
reino de Dios que viene. 

EN EL BORDE 

Hay numerosas fotografías de personas que duermen en las 
cornisas de las montañas, que cuelgan descuidadamente sus 
pies en el espacio de los abismos geológicos y, por 
supuesto, está la icónica fotografía de los trabajadores 
comiendo su almuerzo en una viga del edificio Chrysler, en 
construcción, en Nueva York. Algunas personas parecen 
sentirse atraídas por estos lugares precarios y estomacales; 
muchos de nosotros no. Somos más los que hemos tenido la 
experiencia de comenzar una nueva etapa en la vida, con la 
emoción y la ocasional novedad estomacal de un momento 
que puede ponernos un poco al límite. El Adviento -sus dos 
primeros domingos en particular- tiene un papel similar en 
el paso del tiempo que llamamos año litúrgico. Es poco 
probable que el primer domingo de Adviento haga que se 
revuelvan muchos estómagos, pero quizá lo harían más si 
nos tomáramos realmente en serio que debemos prepararnos 
para la llegada del reino de Dios en cualquier momento. 

CAMINAR EN LA LUZ 

Cuando nos encontramos con las noticias cotidianas, puede 
parecer que la profecía de Isaías de las espadas convertidas 
en rejas de arado va al revés, haciendo que la desesperación 
parezca más sabia que la esperanza. Aquí es donde entra en 
juego el Adviento como el umbral del reino de Dios. El Ad-
viento puede ser un tiempo para que cada uno de nosotros 
desarme, incluso en lo más mínimo, el mundo que nos 
rodea. Los días de Adviento ofrecen la oportunidad de bus-
car oportunidades para hacer que el mundo sea un poco más 
esperanzador para los demás. A medida que avanzamos en 
el Adviento, el enfoque elevado que tenemos cuando esta-
mos en esos nuevos momentos, en esas nuevas etapas de la 
vida, puede ayudarnos a sintonizar con la desesperación, 
para poder abrir nuestros oídos y nuestros corazones a 
Jesús. De este modo, podemos dar la espalda a la tristeza y 
aceptar la invitación de Isaías a caminar en la luz del Señor: 
Jesucristo, la Palabra hecha carne. 

Lecturas de hoy: Is 2:1–5; Sal 122 (121):1–2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-
7, 8-9; Rom 13:11–14; Mt 24:37–44  


